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Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 3 [1982], Iss. 1, Art. 1
The BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW is intended for those who are
interested in learning about recent children's books, particularly teachers and librarians
who select books for young readers.

We are aware, as you are, that a book review is not infallible . Each is the work of
a person trying to evaluate a book objectively, but the final test must be administered by
the individual reader. We hope our efforts will help give both adults and children that
opportunity to experience more books and reach their own conclusions .
REVIEWERS
The reviewers are primarily teachers and librarians who represent all levels of education from the primary grades through college.
GRADE LEVEL
The approximate grade level of the intended reader is identified in the left margin .
When the reviewer believes that a particular book will appeal to a wide range of readers,
no upper limit is indicated. Many books, including some picture books, find a favorable
reader response far beyond the reading level indicated by the vocabulary, treatment of
subject, or format.
RATING SYSTEM
In order to convey quickly the overall quality of a book, a ratina is located immediately under the grade level to the left of each review. The explanation of the
ratings are:

*

Exceptional quality or merit. The asterisk is used sparingly and only in cases
where the book deserves special recognition.

A

Excellence. Books which receive a rating of A will add strength to a library
and should find wide acceptance among young readers.

B

Recommended for libraries which need additional books in a specific subject area.
Generally books with a rating of B are dependable if not outstanding.

C

Will have appeal for some readers despite significant shortcominqs.
purchased only after careful consideration.

NR

Should be

Not recommended.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
The BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW is printed nine times annually,
onceeachmonth from September through May. Subscription rates are $6.00 per year. Please
address all correspondence to:
Brigham Young University Children's Book Review
Department of Elementary Education
243 McKay. Building
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602
The views expressed in this .publication are personal op1n1ons of the
reviewers and are not to be taken as policy statements or endorsements
by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or Briqham Young
University.
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Brothers Grimm, The. Hanhel and G4~el.
LC 80-85287. $8.90. 32p.

A
K-3

3-8

Be6Me -the La.!!k • Atheneum, 1982.

ISBN 0-689-30920-1.

Thomas Y. Crowell, 1981.

ISBN 0-690-04125-X.

LC 81-43028.

If my desk weren't piled ten feet high with unidentified filing objects, I would
write a really terrific review of this book.
The outlandish excuses concocted by this author might not get one out of doing
something disagreeable, but they could very well make the doing of the deed a lot more
fun. Doing the dishes, cleaning your room, or even writing a book review wouldn't
seem nearly so dreary a task if one's mi nd were occupied with the manufacture of some
really stupendous excuse for not doing it next time.
Middle graders will have fun with this one.--A .M.

Cohen, Daniel. The Lah~ Hund4ed Y~: Medicine. M. Evans, 1981.
LC 81-14357'. $8.95. 192p .

A
4-9

LC 82-1729.

A physical handicap is hard for a person to endure. A face that is marred causes
untold suffering because the rejection by others is so difficult to handle. Jocey
Royal found her harelip a disfigurement that made her want to hide from the world. She
learns that some of her troubles were her own doing. She must not hold people off or
run and hide but let others get to know her and see beyond the ugliness.
Jocey and her grandmother move from the city to the farm. Life is difficult but
they make the farm produce and true happiness comes when Jocey learns that she can have an
operation that will correct her harelip .
The book is filled with deep feeling. A vivid picture is painted of the mental
suffering and anguish caused by unthinking people as they react to a handicapped person .
The book almost seems to have a fairytale ending; however, these operations are highly
successful today and the book does not indicate that there were never any more problems to
solve.--C . B.

Caldwell, John. Exeuhe&, Exeuheh.
$5.89. 48p.

A
7-9

ISBN 0-531-04062-3.

The illustrations are what make this book unique. Everyone is familiar with the
story of Hansel and Gretel, but Anthony Browne's artwork gives it a face-lift.
He sets it in modern times. His care for detai 1 makes the i 11 ustrati ons i ntri gui ng.
The reader can't help but be drawn into them. The trees are particularly fascinating,
but even rug and wall stains, shadows, woodgrains, tables and chairs have real
personality.
.
What is only briefly indicated about characters in the text is clearly stated about
them in the pictures . For example, the step-mother's things predominate in most of
the house interiors. She is always dressed well, while the others in the family are
dressed quite shabbily. It is obvious that she is selfish and very much in control
of the family.
More is being said in the illustrations than is frequently found in children's
books. It's a positive joy to discover and rediscover each delightful detail. Adults
as well as children will enjoy the time they spend with this book.--J.C.

Brown, Irene Bennett.
$10.95. 191p.

B

Franklin Watts, 1981.

ISBN 0-87131-356-1.

For young readers who are idly or determinedly curious about medicine, this book
comes as an easy introduction to the past one hundred years of its history and interesting
facts. Based on the premise that t~e past one hundred years have covered more changes in
medicine than all the ages before, the book moves from the discovery of X-rays through
the conquering of such epidemic diseases as yellow fever, diphtheria and polio; the
discovery of bacteria and virus-caused disease; health and sanitation discoveries; use
and misus~ of miracle drugs, patent medicines; and the quality of available medical
care at any given time during the period.
The text is illustrated predominantly with well-reproduced old photos and each
chapter is either based on a specific incident involving very real people and circumstance~
or is peppered with examples, giving the text life. Relatively easy to read with few
offputting statistics and charts, The Lah~ Hund4ed Y~ 06 Medi~ne is well indexed
for popular research, hi stori ca lly accurate, and offers a brief -but-comprehensive
bibliography for those whose interest is consuming. This book is an excellent first (or
if necessary, only) introduction to modern medicine for young people and should be useful
in elementary and junior high libraries.--J.F.
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Corcoran, Barbara. Child o6 the
$9.95 . 112 p.

B
4-6

Mo~ng .

Atheneum, 1982 .

ISBN 0-689-30876-0. LC 81-8057 .

Susan's life changed when she had an acci dent playing volleyball. Since that time
she has had spells and during them seemed to lose consciousness . She is happy when she
gets odd jobs at a summer theater and elated when she gets an opportuni ty to dance in
three short scenes in The Tempe4~ by Shakespeare. However she l i ves in fea r that she wil l
have a spell while on stage. It seemed her life was beginning to change for the better .
Then she had a spell during a performance one night . The new doctor who was i n the
audience was called. He suspected epilepsy . Susan was appalled . Eventual ly a drug
was found that controlled the seizures and Susan real i zed she could live a normal li f e .
A realistic treatment of a realistic problem. The reader can empathize with Susan.
The author did not make Susan as old as her seventeen years would indicate. The
lack of further tests to indicate Susan's problem di d not seem real in this day and age.
--C.B.

Cumings, Art . Th~e' 6 d Mon6t~ Eating My Hou&e.
1054-9 . LC 80-25378. $5 .95. Unpaged .

Parents Magazine Press , 1981 .

ISBN 0-8193-

Th~e ' 6 d Mon6~~ Eating My Hou&e is almost like a TV cartoon in the simplicity of
its illustrations and its plot. However, the action is fast-paced, the hero is
bumbling enough to be lovable and clever enough to solve the mystery, and it has a
Pre- nice
monster in it. Children seem to like nice monsters and the children I read this story
3
to enjoyed it very much.--B . H.

c

Forrester , Victoria.
Unpaged.

B
5+

0~.

B-

~t~.

A

LC 81-12908. $6.95.

Elsevier-Dutton, 1981.

ISBN 0-525-32959-5. LC 81-4039.

Ju&~ Like ~t~ is the story of two only children who are together for part of a
summer. Carrie and Kate are cousi ns but Carrie has alw~s wanted a sister and she has
planned and dreamed that she and Kate wi ll be like sisters, at least for the summer .
Very few things work out as Carrie had envisioned, but the girls finally arrive at a kind
of mutual understanding and perhaps even a little liki ng for each other .
The conflicts of Kate's mother, who wants a career rather than the responsibility
for Kate , are explored a bit, but the book doesn't do this very powerfully . In fact,
if the author intended to write a gripping story, it appears that she chose the wrong
heroine. Carrie doesn't have to struggle with l ife or her own emotions enough to make thi s
book very exciting. Kate , on the other hand seems to be seething with unresolved conflicts
which the reader senses in only a distant way because one doesn't know what she is
thinking . If Kate were the narrator, the reader might then have a chance to identify with
her problems and those of her estranged parents. In this story no one (including t he
reader ) really becomes involved with Kate's struggles and she seems li ke a very unpleasant
little gi rl who almost lets someone else drown just because she is mad at the worl d.--L. H.

Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Mama & H~ Boy4 .
$8.89. 149p.

4-7

ISBN 0-689-30912-0.

Oddward is an aptly named snake whom the author uses to explore tongue-i n-cheek the
relationship between a snake's anatomical possibilitites and the odd affection some
people feel toward the reptile . More kitten than snake, Oddward is warm and witty and
i nspires the bemused love of the two children in whose garden he has hatched.
The clear, brief prose on the left-hand pages is complemented by subtly punning or
otherwise humorous line drawings on the right-hand pages. Miss Forrester in some pi ctures
makes reference to the snake's traditionally negative image in order to cleverly reverse
it. For instance, a pi cture of Oddward trick-or-treating with the little boy and girl
shows Oddward with his tai l rolled up disguised as a snai l while a l arge , partial ly-seen
adult is offering an apple to the trio. It is innocent subversion and quite fun, al t hough
small children may have difficulty maki ng much out of the pictures.--E.R.

Gaeddert , LouAnn. Ju&t Like
$10.25. 96p.

3-6

Atheneum, 1982.

Harper & Row, 1981.

ISBN 0-06-022579-3
.

LC 81-47445 .

Life has not been easy for Mama, but i f anyone can take i t--and make it better--Mama
can . As a single parent Mama i s devoted to her two boys, Mark Charl es and Christopher
Hugh , and they have a great time together. But even devoted mamas are lonely at times
and Mama feels quite flattered when Mr. Jacobs, her boss at the laundry, proposes to her .
She is surprised, but not too upset, at her. boys' extremely negati ve reacti ons.
Mark Charles makes it up to her when in interviewing the custodi an, Mr. Carlisle,
for the school paper , he begins to develop a friendship that grows into something pretty
special for the whole family.
The plot is timel y and entertaini ng, the characterizations believable.
Middle graders should enjoy readi ng about the further adventures of tough-but-tender
Mama and her two lively offspring .--A .M.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol3/iss1/1
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Hull, Eleanor. ~e WLdt Golden HaiA.
$9.95. 186p.

A

712

A

12

T~e .

Philomel, 1979.

ISBN 0-399-20786-4.

LC 80-25362.

$9.95.

Crown Publishers, 1981.

ISBN 0-517-54422-9.

LC 81-4094.

Shades of haunting airs in the ballroom, romantic Russian gentry and a tragically
interrupted love affair should make this Gothic novel fascinating but the characters
are wooden even in a wooden genre and the stilted conversation and predictable supernatural appearances make its 168 pages seem double their length. Too bad! A shabby but
genteel old estate converted into a school for young women should provide the ideal
setting for a real hair-raising romance!--J . F.

Lopez, Barry Holstun. Wint~ Count.
LC 80-29454. $9.95 . 112p.

A
7+

LC 81-2214.

TaleA Out o6 Time is a collection of science fiction stories dealing with eerie
aspects of time: passing back and forth in it, stopping it, outwitting it and generally
exploring its every aspect .
The quality of the stories becomes evident with a glance at the index which lists
such greats as John Row Ransome, Ray Bradbury, John Christopher and Walter de la Mare .
All well written , and a few newly published, the stories are carefully chosen by
Barbara Ireson and will be a popular addition to any junior high or young adult library .
--J . F.

Kay, Mara. A HoUhe Full o6 Echoe6.
$8. 95. 168p.
C
7+

ISBN 0-689-30845-0.

Although I have read many juvenile-oriented books dealing with exceptional children
(or people), there has not often been one which has viewed a recognizable world from the
eyes of the out-of-step one. Alice W~ Golden HaiA not only gives that insight, but
gives it very well indeed.
The book begins with Alice's 'graduation' from the cottage institution where she has
spent her adolescent years. Willing or no, she graduates into a job in a nursing home
without preparation or training, except for a day or two spent following indifferent Pam
around the floor to see what she does.
Alice grows and retreats, learns and regresses and finally establishes her own sense
of worth to become "a respected woman like her Mother." In the process we meet a book
full of the flotsam and jetsam of a society which cannot care for its incapacitated members,
permeated by their astonishingly indomitable spirit of survival .
The book is not depressing; there is a slight scandal at the home, not melodramatic
but exciting, and even a hint of romance in Alice's life, events which are consistently
met with the believable reactions of a slightly slow mind (whose capabi l ities may well
illustrate the psychological concept that emotional deprivation is often the cause of
crippling retardation).
This book should stand with Flow~ 6o~ Alg~n. KaAen, and others which give more
than superficial understanding of those who march to a different drum, and should be in
every young adult library.--J.F.

Ireson, Barbara. TaleA Out o6
247p.

7--

Atheneum, 1981.

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1981.

ISBN 0-684-16817-0.

Wint~ Count by Barry Holstun· Lopez is almost poetry:
There are stories of people
and time and places. The chapter that gives the book its title is from the tribes on the
northern plains indicating on a buffalo robe the passage of time from one summer to the
next by noting a single memorab 1e event. Such memories were ca11 ed a winter count. The
winter counts differed according to the personalities of the keepers.
There is a young man in search of some sense of his grandfather, whom he has never
known, among his relatives in Madrid. There is a woman who collects shells . There
is also a bookwright restoring books at the Crenir Mansion in North Dakota. The owners
had come from France and returned to France and the books sat. Now a col lector has purchased them and brought Mr . Seraut to restore them . He reads the books he works on. His
wheat paste will probably outlast the books he is restoring.
It's a beautiful book . Its readers may be limited but the ones who like it will like
it very much. Barry Lopez knows t.hat "eternity fits into nothing as well as it fits into
the moment."--E.W.

Magarian, Michelle. Good
$10.89. 318p.

N~ht ~.

Tom.

Harper and Row, 1981.

ISBN 0-06-024079-2.

LC 80-8444.

Good ~ht ~. Tom gives deep emotional i nsight into the life of an English boy who
was evacuated from London to the country duri ng Worl d War II . He was placed in the home of
'1r. Tom who had lived alone since the deaths of his wif~ and son .Aany years aao . He was a
recluse and considered odd by many of his neighbors.
·
Willie Beech had been abused by his mother and was unsure and frightened in th is new
environment. Mr. Tom's understanding enabled Willie to overcome his terror and make
friends. He learned to read and write and eventually to laugh.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1982
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A
6+

When Willie received a letter from his mother, he had to return to his old l ife in
London . As a result he almost lost his life. Mr . Tom goes to London to search for Wil l ie,
as he had come to think of him as a son .
Because of the vivi d characteri zation the reader will long remember the power of this
book . Powerful because the author explores the depth of human emoti on.--C .B.

Mauser , Pat Rhoads. A Sundte o6 S~ck4 .
$9 .95. 169p.

A
4-7

Atheneum, 1982.

ISBN 0-689-30899-x. LC 81-8098.

This book is a good example of the old idea that it is easy to break one stick but
difficult, if not impossible, to break a bundle of sticks. The author develops this idea
as part of an interesti ng plot and is not didactic.
Benjamin Tyler is afraid of Boyd who is the fifth-grade bully that constantly picks
on Ben . Boyd often attacks Ben and beats him up. Ben does not like to fight; he never
makes any attempt to defend himself. In fact, the idea of fighting always makes him ill.
Ben's father and mother argue over this because his mother does not want him to fight
and his father thinks he should learn to defend himself. They finally agree that he should
go to a school where he can learn kajukenbo, an oriental style of self-defense. Ben
learns patience, to endure pain, the value of practice, automatic responses to various
forms of attack as well as a philosophy that allows him not to fight.
This book will probably never become a classic but the author portrays effectively the
problems of Ben,and many readers will empathize with this problem.
--C . B.

Miller, Alice P. The MouAe Fami!y'4
LC 81-2204 . $6.55. Unpaged

Blueb~ P~e .

Elsevier/Nelson, 1981.

ISBN 0-525-66745-8.

The MouAe Fami!y'4 Biueb~ P~e attempts to do away with the "typical" male/female
stereotypes, but in the attempt only creates new stereotypes, j;ust as rigid . Big sister
mouse has to do the cooking, since Mother and Father mouse both are too busy working.
NR
But her cooking is awful, so everyone complains. One day she takes herself off to Dad's
Pre- workshop
in a huff, leaving big brother to make a (of course) scrumptious pie . Sister
3
emerges from the workshop in time to eat the pie, and to demonstrate her new mouse-warning
system she has invented. I found the book to be completely predictable and embarrassingly
didactic.--B.H.
Pellowski, Anne . ~~ep F~: Anna Ro4e'4
399-20814-3. LC 81-8476. $9.95. 176p.

A
2- 7

S~o~y .

Putnam Publishing Group, 1981.

~~ep F~ is a story of a six-year-old girl, the fourth chi ld in a family of
seven, and her various ordinary -yet-fascinating adventures on the fami ly farm . The
family is of Polish ancestry and the Polish traditions fit in naturally, enriching the
story. The large family is portrayed realistically, with squabbles and problems, yet
with lots of love for each other . Each member of the large family comes through with a
clear character although the main focus, of course, is on Anna Rose . My only reservation
about the book is that the reading level is at least third or fourth grade, while the
main character in the book has not even started first grade. I had one third grader
read it though, and she loved it, so perhaps that is not a problem . If you're lookinq
for read-aloud booksnow that you've finished the Little House series, this is a good one.
--B.H .

Phillips, Kathleen C. Katie Mc~y and ~he Wigg~n4 ~ade.
ISBN 0-525-66717-2 . LC 80-21467 . $9.95. 188p.

A
3-6

ISBN 0-

Elsevier/Nelson, 1980 .

Spunky Katie McCrary's bright red hair and flashing green eyes gave fair warning that
when Katie was determined to do something it was just about sure to be done . This time
she was determined to be nice to the Wiggins family--though she was well aware that the
whole town considered them absolutely worthless.
From the day she moved, with her Uncle Jack and his sister, Aunt Helen, to Dover, it
seemed she was off on the wrong foot. ·she had entered the wrong door at school (but not
without a lot of effort) and from there it was all downhill. She not only used the swing
before Alice Ann Aschenbrenner had said she could and voted, with the boys, to have the
wrong book read at story time but she had actually had the gall to beat Alice Ann in a
spe11 i ng match.
When she met young Jeff Wiggins and his older cousin, Oscar, she liked them immediately.
That was probably her biggest mistake because liking any member of the Wiggi ns family
simply "wasn't done" in Dover .
Katie not only had a strong sense of fa-irness, but a pretty healthy stubborn streak as
well . Her involvement with the Crusaders Club, a "fashionable " junior Bible study group,
with its requirement that each member choose a personal crusade, gave her the excuse she
needed. She decided that it was past time to shake things up a bit not only in the club
but in the whole town by "being nice to the Wiggins . "
The story is interesting and Katie McCrary is a delightful heroine . Well done.--A.M.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol3/iss1/1
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Radley, Gail. Nothing stay4 the Same
LC 81-12515. $8.95 . 148p .

A-

6+

Fo~ev~.

Crown Publishers, Inc., 1981.

ISBN

0-517-54465-~

Carrie Moyer couldn't stand her father's new girlfriend, Sharon. She was talland
blond and freckled--nothing like Carrie's mother, who had died four years earlier.
At twelve, carrie missed her mother terribly and couldn't understand how her father
could even look at another woman . She also resented her ol der sister, Phyllis, who was
happily involved with a boyfriend and didn't seem to miss their mother nearly so much as
Carrie did.
Carrie's father and sister both tried hard to involve Carrie in thei r activiti es but
she stubbornly remained aloof . It wasn't unti l Carrie herself became acquainted with an
elderly widow, who had come optimistically through some pretty hard times, that her
attitude improved. She began to understand that growth necessarily involves change, that
1i fe inevitably takes many unexpected turns but "we have to be ready to meet the new day-to go on . " A sensitive and perceptive first novel .--A.M.

Ransome, Arthur. G4eat
$9.95. 252p.

No~~ .

Merrimack Book Service, 1980.

ISBN 0-224-606425.

The Walkers, the Callums, and .Uncle Jim are sailing the Sea Bear in the Outer
While the older part of the crew are scraping barnacles from the hull, Dick
goes to a nearby loch, where he spots what he believes to be a pair of Great No rthern
Divers. As Uncle Jim is anxious to return h~. he is not interested in the question of
whether Great Northerns nest in Britain.
When they reach harbour to refuel the auxiliary engine, Dick goes to query the bird
man on the ship Pterodactyl, where he discovers to his dismay that Jemmerling, the owner,
1s not a naturalist but an egg collector. They would likely have gone home but Jemmerling
A
tries to bribe Uncle Jim with a ~ 100 cheque; Uncle Jim then bends every effort toward
5-10 insuring
that Dick gets the photos of the nesting in Britain. It is really a photo
finish, with even the Gaelic Chieftain involved.
Ransome was an avid ornithologist. This love of birds got him an hour-long interview
with Lord Allenby in Cairo when his staff predicted that a reporter would be immediately
ejected. I think that the keen sense of the natural world is one of the factors that
accounts for the reprinting of this entire series. It has been two years now since I
started reading and reviewing the re-issued Ransome. Many things have happened, not the
least of which is that I have purchased a sailboat.--T.K.H.
~ebrides.

Ransome, Arthur. See4et
$9.95. 380p.

Wat~.

Merrimack Book Service, 1980 . . ISBN 0-224-60638-7 .

This is both one of my favourites in this series and one of the most perplexing.
I like it because the plot is swept breathlessly along by old fri~nds (Amazons and Swallow~
including Bridget, the ship's baby) and new--Mastodon, Dum, Dee, and Daisy (the Eels) .
There are exci ting adventures and much exploring of adjacent tidal islands. Commander
Walker has brought the Swallows to the area i n the Goblin and "marooned" them . While at
first there are conflicts between the o1d and new pri nci pa 1s (exp 1orers and savages) • a11
ends in concord with a grand cnrroboree.
But it is this corroboree-complete with an enactment of human sacrifice with Bridget
an
all-too-willing victim-that is disturbing; it all ?eems much too innocent. Could
as
A
we, or would we, turn a dozen kids loose without any supervision? In my area there are
5-10 generally
two supervisors for every Boy Scout on a campout . Yet by this time, Ransome,
as he says in his autobiography, is writing only to please himself. Within the year,
Ransome will have stored his sailboard for the duration, and had the illustrations for the
Bi~ Six destroyed by enemy action .. Forty-three years ago today, within a month or two of
th1s book's first publication, Hitler invaded Poland and I knew then that my childhood
world had been shattered. Ransome seems to sense that al l the horror of t he Russ i an
revolution which he endured as a reporter is about to be repeated.
He, 'having no stomach for war,' sets for us a tale of charm and innocence that is,
among other things, a mirror of the world we have lost.--T. K.H.
St. George, Judith. The BMo/Wjn BM.dge--They Said Lt Couldn 't Be Buil-t.
1982. ISBN 0-399-20873-9. $10.95. 125p.

A
6+

G. P. Putnam's Sons,

St. George has done a number of brilliant things in this book. She has produced a
sparkling narrative that is f ast and fascinating, a quality that is enhanced by reading
aloud . All of the stunning illustrations are contemporary with the building of the bridge
and provide excellent construction detail. Her technical data are correct, precise,
and enhanced by two pages of statistical bridge facts. The bibliography demonstrates the
thoroughness of the research.
But more importantly, the author gives us a humane view of the people--the men and
women linked with the bridge. Seldom are the Roebl i ngs portrayed as well as here. I
have, over the years, reviewed a number of bridge books, but this, unli ke the others, was
so impressive that I bought a copy. If your collection can onl y have one bridge book, it
ought to be this one.--T.K . H.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1982
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Sarnoff , Jane and Reynold Ruffi ns .
LC 81-8943 . $9.95 . 64p .

A

4+

~the S~.

Summ~.

Atheneum, 1981 .

ISBN 0-689-30861-2. LC 81-1397.

$11.95

Atheneum, 1981 .

ISBN 0-689-50209-5 .

$11.95.

263p .

Julie Robinson had only a few months of school left before she could get her diploma .
And not even the loneliness she felt when her parents and two little brothers pulled out
of the Indiana hills looking for the better life President Roosevelt had promised the
depressed country could deter her from finishing high school . That diploma was the key to
her dream of going to college and becoming a teacher. Besides, staying with her best
friend, Nancy Arthur, and working in Mrs . Arthur's dress shop and doing her housework
wouldn ' t be too bad. Mrs. Arthur had been kind to offer. And, of course, Floyd Perry
was still there. He was like an older brother, but more than that too.
But life at the Arthurs' turned out to be less than pleasant. Julie never seemed to be
able to meet Maud Arthur's demanding and domineering expectations . And Floyd was not
welcome. But it was only for a few months . She could stand it.
After graduating and the unpleasant departure from the Arthurs, the job in the dime
store meant she couldn't go home . But Floyd was still nearby, and so was Chance Cooper.
And that job would help her get to college. But this was only the beginning of Julie's
summer. Her unsuccessful effort to juggle her feelings and the meetings with Floyd and
Chance, her struggles to be independent and to live frugally so she could save all she
could for college , and her reactions to the town gossip and the poisonous threats of Mrs .
Arthur to sully her reputation make enjoyable reading for .grades 7 and up .
The book is a must not only for those who were introduced to the Robinson family by
Thrasher in The VaJr.k. V-i.dn. '.t Ca;tc.h f.l~ and Between VaJr.k. and VayLi.gh.t but to any readers who
like a good story of determination in the face of challenge . --B .H.H.

Tolan, Stephanie. No Sa 0e H~o~ .
LC 81-14475. $10.95 . 184p.

B
712

ISBN 0-684-16958-4 .

A CUtcle ~the S~ is a timely compelling fantasy •'Wi th an intriguing
premi se . Rather than being transported into space, the past , or the future, the young
heroine, Robin, enters the world of real dolphins. With the aid of a ~sterious ring,
she gains the ability to enter the mind of a ·young dolphin named Bree. The Dolphin world
is carefully developed, complete with ~thology, government, and an oral literature, but
the plot is also exciti ng. ' The dolphins and whales have decided the t i me has come to turn
on the "Others" (i.e. humans), to fight back against being so cruelly hunted . Robi n/Bree
is able to convince the mammals not to fight all humans, but only the hunters, and also
to serve in the battle with a giant whaling vessel in an extraordinary manner . In the
tradition of the best fantasies, Robin discovers her own strength in the course of her
adventure and returns to the world of humans better able to survive in that world . --B .H.

Thrasher, Crystal . Julie'4

A
7+

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1981 .

Wo~
by Jane Sarnoff and Reynold Ruffins i s a delight for browsing, the kind of book
libraries and classrooms ought to have to promote fascination with language. Onechapter,
'.'f\lss the Word, " gi.ves a concise interesting history of Engl i sh from Caesar landing on Britain and finding Celts using words like lad and ~aTgek to over 600,000 words now making up
the English language--even though the average a u t nows only about 15,000.
One of ~ favorite etymologies was that of kangaroo . An explorer asked the name of
that animal and the guide said .kangaroo which means "1 don't know . " I ' d l i ke to try
saying kangaroo ever,ytime I don't know the answer to something .
The book treats the names in the family , clothes, sports, reading and writing, states,
money . I was fascinated with the word qdiz coming into the language as a result of a bet.
The manager of a theater in Dublin wante to show he could bring a word into the language
i n 48 hours. He put the 4 letters Q U I Z on the walls of the city and people were soon
asking what it meant . Now all students know what it means.--E.W.

Senn, Steve. A ~cle
256p .

A
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Wo~ .

Charles Scribner's Sons , 1981.

ISBN 0-684-17169-4 .

Amanda has everything ..• and loses it . Amanda trusts implicitly .. . and finds that it i s
impossible to know anyone completely. Amanda learns painfully that l ife is an indivi dual
proposition and that growing up demands personal participation.
Amanda Sterling ' s father is the ideal suburban mayor and father; her mother moves in
a social pattern Amanda cannot emulate but admires; their home is just wealthy enough--not snob-rich but sleekly comfortable; and the cabin cruiser she loves is always available
on the nearby river .
Like the tornado which rams the boat and shatters its bow, the storm of gossip and
shock which breaks i n the wake of a political bribery scandal surrounding her father
rocks Amanda's secure world and exposes the vulnerability of the human condition .
Joe Schmidt is at odds with his world too, and envious but wary of Amanda's .
Predi ctably they console one another, but with better than average characterization and
occasionally cogent comments on the inconsistency of political expectations, role models
and other truisms of adolescent l i fe. Not a great book, but worth a place on j unior
high and young adult shelves .--J . F.
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Wallin, Luke .
224p.

A
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Btu~ W~g4 .

Bradbury Press, 1982.

ISBN 0-87888-200-6 . LC 81-21562.

$9 .95 .

This is an exciting adventure story about Mandy who be.came involved in helping to
find a man who smuggled parrots . Mandy is faced with a problem: is lying ever
justified? The lie she told resulted in her being given a parrot and in many danger--even almost losing her own life.
The author does a fine job of portraying the conflict a person has in deciding
between right and wrong . This message inherent in the story is made realistic and is not
didactic. In fact, the reader will feel that everyone must face and make his own
decisions.
There is considerable action in the story and the readers become involved and
interest is maintained as they read to find out what happened.--C. B.

Wells, Rosemary . Good
$8.44. Unpaged.

N~ht F~~d.

Dial Press, 1981.

ISBN 0-8037-2992-8.

LC 81-65849.

Good N~ght F~~ tells in a delightfully ordinary way about an ordinary awful night
when big brother Arthur is babysitting Fred, and Fred breaks the telephone and Arthur
is too busy trying to fix it to sing the Good Night Fred Song. Then when Fred comes
downstairs
~o find that Arthur is not there, the phone rings and Grandma comes out to
A
play, proving that Grandma really does live in the telephone, as Fred had been trying to
Pre- tell
Arthur all along. My little girls liked that part the best (because they always
2
knew Grandma ought to live in the phone), and I liked the subtle understanding Ms. Wells
shows for children (she knows that children know). We all missed hearing the Good Night
Fred Song, but thoroughly enjoyed this picture book.--B.H.

PLAYS
Harder, Eleanor and Ray. RHUMBA-TIYA (A Ra.Ut6M~.t Rumpt~.til..Uiu:n). New Plays for Children,
1978, 1981. $3.00 per copy. Royalty: $35.00 first performance, $30.00 each
subsequent performance. 64p .

A

K-6

Reflecting the color and exotic lifestyle of a tropical island, RHUMBA-T!YA, provides
a new look at an old tale, Rumplestiltskin. The island music, costumes, and names, the
chase scenes, exciting lighting effects, an on-stage disappearance, and other elements
make it an appealing play for a young audience .
.
The theme of RHUMBA-T!YA is that greed will destroy you if you let it motivate your
actions . The dialogue is somewhat preachy in making this conclusion.
This play is recommended for production by high school students or adults with the
necessary resources for music, special effects, and costumes for the elementary school .
Consider it a fun play to add to your season .--c.s.

Seale, Nancy . Th~ Litti~ P~c~4, S~ C~. Music by Melissa Sweeney. Anchorage Press,
1982 . Royalty Information : (Amateurs) $35.00 for 1st performance, $32.50 for 2nd,
$30.00 for 3rd, $27.50 for 4th, $25.00 for each subsequent performance. 49p.

A3-8

Based on the classic riches-to-rags-to-riches novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett,
this musical play keeps true to the original story of the nice little rich girl~ left
by her father at a boarding school in London . While her money lasts she is treated well,
but when news arrives that her father died without a penny. she is cruelly treated and
made to work like a slave . Through all her misfortunes Sara remains optimistic and
kind.
The playwright managed to trim the people and events to an appropriate amount and
keep the continuity of the story intact. Scenes are short and fast moving, but cover
the necessary ground. The musical numbers seem to contribute to the smooth growth of
the plot rather than interfere with it.
There are parts for 14 twelve- to si xteen-year-old girls, and one child (age not
specified) . The other ten characters should be played by adults or high school youth.
Props and set need not be extensive. The story is not contemporary and could come
across maudlin or melodramatic unless the actors play their roles with sincerity.--J . C.

Sexton, Nancy Niles, Vaughn McBride, Martha Harrison Jones. My Vay4 aA a Youngling--John
Jacob Nit~: Th~ E~y Y~~. Anchorage Press, 1982 . Songs composed by John Jacob
Niles. Royalty Information: $35 .00 for 1st performance, $32 .50 for 2nd, $30.00 for
each subsequent performance. 4Sp .
This play deals with the youthful experiences of John Jacob Niles (1892-1980)-composer, arranger, and singer--who wrote over one hundred folk songs including "I
Wonder as I Wander. " Although no music i s included in the script, the lyrics are and
many of them sound familiar. Audience members should feel they are re-acquainting
themselves with their own pasts as well as acquainting themselves with the early life
experiences of Niles . One of the nice things about the script is the ensemble quality.
John Jacob Niles is represented by three actors : Johnnie-Boy, Johnnie 1, and Johnnie 2.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1982
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In this way his life can be presented at the different age levels more believably.
The play has a pleasing poetic nature . The experiences represented draw the audience
in and entertain and touch them. The music moves through the play naturally, setting
and sustaining mood. The play adapts to any size stage and to any size company. It is
designed to be performed by adult and chi ld actors, but it will appeal most to the older
audience. There are some sexual implications in the script, but they can be minimized
and handled with good taste.--J.C.

Books in this issue are from the following publishers :
ATHENEUM PUBLISHERS. 122 E. 42nd Street, New York City, NY 10017
BRADBURY PRESS , INC. 2 Overhill Road; Scarsdale, NY 10583
THOMAS Y. CROWELL CO . 10 E. 53rd Street, New York City, NY 10022
CROWN CHILDREN'S BOOKS. 1 Park Avenue, New York City , NY 10016
DIAL PRESS . 1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 245 E. 47th Street , New York City, NY 10017
ELSEVIER/DUTTON, ELSEVIER/NELSON. E.P . DUTTON & CO . , INC. 2 Park Avenue, New York City,
NY 10016
M. EVANS & CO ., INC . 216 E. 49th Street, New York City , NY 10017
HARPER & ROW PUBLISHERS . 10 E. 53rd Street, New York City, NY 10022
MERRIMACK BOOK SERVICE . 99 Main Street, Salem, NH 03079
PARENTS' MAGAZINE PRESS . 52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York City, NY 10017
PHILOMEL PRESS. 200 Madison Avenue, New York City, NY 10016
G.P. PUTNAM'S SONS. 200 Madison Avenue, New ·York City, NY 10016
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS. 5g7 Fifth Avenue, New York City, NY 10017
FRANKLIN WATTS, INC . 730 Fifth Avenue, New York City, NY 10019
Plays in this issue are from the following publishers:
ANCHORAGE PRESS . P.O . Box 8067, New Orleans, LA 70182
NEW PLAYS FOR CHILDREN. New Plays Inc., Box 273, Rowayton , CT 06853
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